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Changes to associated elements of the FSC system

Standard users’ and members’ feedback

External circumstances and the continued relevance

FSC-STD-60-006 (V1-2) 
clause 12.3:

“A review report of all 
the comments on the 
standard; changes to 
associated elements of 
the FSC system; as well 
as external 
circumstances and the 
continued relevance of 
the standard shall be 
compiled within three 
(3) years of the 
standard’s approval.”













Criterion 2018 FSS 
Indicators

Draft FSS 
Indicators

New Indicators Revised 
Indicators

Dropped 
Indicators

Annexes Guidance

1 Compliance with laws 24 24 0 1 0 1 (revised) 0

2 Workers’ rights and 
employment conditions

33 46 17 2 3 1 (adopted) 1 (new)

3 Indigenous Peoples’ 
rights

16 17 1 3 0 0 0 (1 may be developed)

4 Community relations 22 21 1 0 2 0 1 (no change)

5 Benefits from the 
forest

16 15 2 1 3 0 (Annex C dropped) 0

6 Environmental values 
and impacts

34 38 4 (+ 1 new 
Criterion)*

3 0 0 1 (no change)

7 Management planning 14 14 0 2 0 1 (revised) 0

8 Monitoring and 
assessment

10 10 0 4 0 0 (Annex F dropped) 0

9 High conservation 
values

12 19 7 0 0 2 (1 revised and 1 new) 0

10 Implementation of 
management activities

38 69 31
(including 25 new 

HHP Indicators)

2 2 1 (new - 10 HHP templates 
and guiding ESRAs)

0

Total 221 273 59 18 10



Criterion NFSS 
Indicators

FSS Indicators New Indicators Revised 
Indicators

Dropped 
Indicators

Annexes Guidance

1 Compliance with laws 24 24 0 1 0 1 (revised) 0

2 Workers’ rights and 
employment conditions

33 46 17 2 3 1 (adopted) 1 (new)

3 Indigenous Peoples’ 
rights

16 17 1 3 0 0 0 (1 may be developed)

4 Community relations 22 21 1 0 2 0 1 (no change)

5 Benefits from the 
forest

16 15 2 1 3 0 (Annex C dropped) 0

6 Environmental values 
and impacts

34 38 4 (+ 1 new 
Criterion)*

3 0 0 1 (no change)

7 Management planning 14 14 0 2 0 1 (revised) 0

8 Monitoring and 
assessment

10 10 0 4 0 0 (Annex F dropped) 0

9 High conservation 
values

12 19 7 0 0 2 (1 revised and 1 new) 0

10 Implementation of 
management activities

38 69 31
(including 25 new 

HHP Indicators)

2 2 1 1(10 HHP templates and 
guiding ESRAs)

Total 221 273 59 18 10



Criterion NFSS 
Indicators

FSS Indicators New Indicators Revised 
Indicators

Dropped 
Indicators

Annexes Guidance

1 Compliance with laws 24 24 0 1 0 1 (revised) 0

2 Workers’ rights and 
employment conditions

33 46 17 2 3 1 (adopted) 1 (new)

3 Indigenous Peoples’ 
rights

16 17 1 3 0 0 0 (1 may be developed)

4 Community relations 22 21 1 0 2 0 1 (no change)

5 Benefits from the 
forest

16 15 2 1 3 0 (Annex C dropped) 0

6 Environmental values 
and impacts

34 38 4 (+ 1 new 
Criterion)*

3 0 0 1 (no change)

7 Management planning 14 14 0 2 0 1 (revised) 0

8 Monitoring and 
assessment

10 10 0 4 0 0 (Annex F dropped) 0

9 High conservation 
values

12 19 7 0 0 2 (1 revised and 1 new) 0

10 Implementation of 
management activities

38 69 31
(including 25 new 

HHP Indicators)

2 2 1 1(10 HHP templates and 
guiding ESRAs)

Total 221 273 59 18 10
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Management in native forest* following the impact of significant natural hazards* or 

insects and disease requires maintenance of habitat attributes, including standing, 

dead and fallen trees. Activities described in Criterion* 10.10 are permitted.

A new requirement to develop and implement a fire 

management strategy to mitigate the negative impacts of fire

Restricted and highly restricted HHPs can be used where the grower, through 

an integrated pest management (IPM) process, identifies the need to use a 

permitted chemical pesticide as a measure of last resort 

• General information on the specific pesticide

• Guiding environmental and social risk assessment (ESRA) 

• Decision on the use of the target HHP in the country

• Risk mitigation strategies









Management activities in mixed age and mixed species native forest* are 

planned and implemented to maintain canopy cover at an appropriate density to 

support the ecological vegetation class based on Best Available Information*.

Salvage harvesting in native forest is undertaken only when stand* 

canopy characteristics have reached pre-disturbance levels. Salvage 

harvesting can be undertaken at any time if it supports the health of 

the forest in accordance with Best Available Information*.

Management in native forest* following the impact of significant natural 

hazards* or insects and disease requires maintenance of habitat attributes, 

including standing, dead and fallen trees. Activities described in Criterion* 10.10 

are permitted.

A fire management strategy based on Best Available Information* is implemented 

to mitigate the negative impacts of fire (including guidance). 
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